
 

 
 

Pervasive Needs Grant Program, Interim Report 
Project Details 
 
Grants Program: Fall 2021 Pervasive Needs Grant Program 

Organization Name: Mark Morris Dance Group 
Project Title: Dance for PD 

 

Project Summary: This project expands on the 7-10 free classes (60-75 
min. ea.) 5 days/week offered online, hybrid or by phone for people with 

Parkinson’s Disease (PwPD) and their care partners (CPs).  
Dance for PD (DfPD) aims to reach approx. 1,700 PwPD and their CPs over 

the 12-month grant period. In partnership with RestorationArt, NY Chinese 
CulturalCenter/ Queens Theater, and Ballet Hispánico/ Columbia University, 

DfPD will expand current class offerings to provide multifaceted well-being 
resources in Spanish and Chinese 4 times/week (2 in-person; 2 online). 

 

Project Evaluation 
Reach 

During the initial grant period (April 1-December 1), Dance for PD has 
exceeded full-term grant expectations, reaching, 1,975 participants and 

trained 131 Dance for PD instructors. An additional 1,800 digital media 
viewers have been reached since April 1, 2022. Participants were reached 

through in-person and online live classes, as well as on-demand media 
options. Demographic breakdown metrics of those we reached, including the 

percentage of new participants to our Dance for PD en espanol and Dance 
for PD Mandarin classes are listed below.  

 
• Dance for PD en español (since April 1, 2022) 

o Total participants: 171 

o Total new participants: 84 (49% new) 
 

• Dance for PD Mandarin (since April 1, 2022) 
o Total participants: 43 

o Total new participants: 11 (25%) 
 

• Total NYC flagship participants (since April 1, 2022) 
o Total unique online participants: 1688 

o Total unique in-person participants: 96 
o Total unique participants in all flagship online/in-person 

programs: 1761 
 



 

 
 

• Total media use (since April 1, 2022) 

o Media unique views: 22,300 
o Media unique viewers: 1,800 

 
• Training (since April 1, 2022) 

o Introductory workshops: 131 unique trainees 
o Professional development workshops: 124 unique trainees 

o Total: 251 unique trainees 
▪ 2022 trainees fluent in Spanish: 5 

▪ 2022 trainees fluent in Mandarin: 1 
 

These metrics demonstrate Dance for PD’s success in reaching, or working 
towards, stated project goals:  

 
• Aim to increase enrollment in online (Mandarin) classes by 25% 

o Goal met: Increased by 25% 

• Aim to increase enrollment in online (Spanish) classes by 25% 
o Goal exceeded: Increased by 49% 

• Aim to reach 80 new teaching artists 
o Goal Exceeded: 131 unique introductory trainees  

• Reach at least 1,700 PwPD and CPs 
o Goal Exceeded: over 1,700 reached  

• Connect at least 250 PwPD and CPs who have not previously 
participated to a dance class 

o Goal in progress 
• Promote Dance for PD to new communities 

o Goal in progress  
• Leverage community partnerships and establish new, sustainable 

partnerships 
o Goal in progress  

 

MMDG is confident that Dance for PD will be able to meet and/or exceed the 

outstanding goals in the latter half of the grant period. 

 
Outputs 

MMDG’s progress towards completing the projects tangible outcome goals 
are as follows:  

• Create instructional media in Mandarin 
o Language access has been embedded into the newly redesigned 

Dance for PD website (see top menu 
https://danceforparkinsons.org/).  

https://danceforparkinsons.org/


 

 
 

o Dubbing/recoding instructional media in Mandarin is in-progress 

and set to be published in February 2023.  
o New brochures have been created in Mandarin and distributed 

(Linked Here). 
• Create instructional media in Spanish 

o Language access has been embedded into the newly redesigned 
Dance for PD website (see top menu 

https://danceforparkinsons.org/). 
o MMDG’s video editor is currently finishing Dance for PD at home 

Volume 4 videos, dubbed in Spanish. These are set to be 
released as a digital product by the end of 2023.  

o New brochures have been created in Spanish and distributed 
(Linked here). 

• Develop a Dance for PD in Cantonese program 
o Since the start of the grant period, we have engaged in initial 

planning and development.  

• Create instructional media in Cantonese 
o This will follow further development the in-person/virtual Dance 

for PD Cantonese program detailed above.  
 

Project Retrospective 
Areas of Success 

While we are disappointed that our relationship with the Adira Foundation 

will be ending with this interim grant report, we are grateful for the 
generosity of funding and feel it was a great success to partner with you in 

order to serve people with Parkinson’s Disease and their care partners. 
During our grant term, we had a few notable successes:  

 
• Success: In preparing this report, we were thrilled to learn that we 

have already exceeded many of the metric goals set forth in our 
application. We see this as  a testament to the impact Dance for PD 

has on participants, our team’s efforts to reach Spanish and Mandarin 
speaking individuals, the earnest reopening of our on-site flagship 

Dance for PD classes at the Mark Morris Dance Center, and the 
continued success and popularity of our digital media. We will continue 

striving to reach in-progress goals and further exceed our success so 
far during the remainder of the grant period and beyond.  

 

• Success: Launching our newly redesigned Dance for PD website in the 
Fall of 2022 was a huge success for MMDG and our entire Dance for PD 

community. Vital (and outdated) before 2020, the Dance for PD 
website has become and essential resource for our community. It 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qsuu5m9bplhl535/DanceforPD_Brochure2022_Chinese_v4%20%281%29.pdf?dl=0
https://danceforparkinsons.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/k0wixkf4mfmnc6l/Dance%20for%20PD%20en%20espanol%20Brochure%202022.pdf?dl=0


 

 
 

serves as the access point to find/take a class, where we are able to 

accept donations to continue our programs, offer classes and trainings 
for our world-wide roster of teaching artists, and more. Our new site 

features:  
o A more accessible and user friendly platform 

o Instant translation into six languages 
o Easy-to-follow Zoom class schedule 

o Interactive NYC and Global class location maps 
o Improved information and application flow for trainees 

o Enhanced member dashboard and resources 
o Streamlined, state-of-the-art digital library 

We can’t wait to see how this newly redesigned, improved, and more 
accessible resource impacts our ability to effectively program.  

 
Obstacles Identified 

Partnerships/Lasting Covid-19 impact  

• Obstacle: Many of Dance for PD’s partners were not able to participate 
as thoroughly/in the same capacity as originally planned. This was 

most often due to the partner’s internal needs (space, budgeting, 
time, staff capacity, etc.). Because MMDG and Dance for PD prioritize 

meaningful partnerships (we see them as co-presenters, not just 
spaces/hosts), there is a significant personnel lift from both parties in 

order to make programming happening. While this is a strength of our 
programming and leads to long-term, sustainable relationships, it has 

proven to be the crux of many partnership launches since the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

 
• Solution: MMDG meets our partners where they are, and finds 

compatible solutions. MMDG is hiring an additional Dance for PD staff 
member to support programming and administration. Partners like 

Queens Theater were offered continued online engagement (easier 

personnel lift), and Ballet Hispanico became a partner with MMDG as 
we brought Dance for PD on the road with the professional company’s 

tour. We recognize the power that comes from being a majority-white-
led organization, and are allowing our partners who are BIPOC led to 

be the drivers of partnerships. We continue to reach out to other 
partners to re-establish partnerships. 

 
 
 

 


