
 

 
 
Fall 2020 Pervasive Needs Grants Program 
Program overview and potential applicant Q&A 

 
Q&A Summary 

Basic Eligibility Criteria 
 
Is an organization still eligible to apply if they do not typically serve 
one of Adira’s five supported ND populations? 
 
Yes. As long as the project the organization is submitting a proposal 
for under the Pervasive Needs Grants program specifically serves 
people from one or more of Adira’s five supported ND populations. 

The proposal should describe how the organization plans to reach and 
serve these populations. (See Supplemental Information Sheet for 
more details). 

If your plan relies on another organization that does typically serve 
these populations to connect you with your target ND audience, 
please include that information in your proposal in the project 
activities description.  

If you can obtain a letter of support from the collaborating 
organization, you can submit it with your proposal. 

 
Preferred Eligibility Criteria 
 
Specific to meeting the preferred eligibility criteria for “convening,” 
should this be a one-time event specific to the project or could it be an 
ongoing effort of the organization? 
 
To meet the preferred eligibility criteria for convening, we would be 
looking for a convening event that is specific to the project. 

You may already have some of the resources of processes in place 
through your organization to engage with the target audience of your 
project but we want the convening event to be specific to receiving 
input from people impacted by ND on the design, delivery, or 
measurement activities of this proposed project specifically. 

https://adirafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Fall2020GrantsSupplementalInformationSheet_FINAL.pdf


Projects that include convening should have expense items in the 
budget specific to the convening activities. 

Budget 
 
If my organization is part of a larger company, how do I determine if 
we meet the $10 million overall organizational budget basic eligibility 
criteria? 
 
Adira will determine if your organization meets this eligibility criteria 
by reviewing the most recent audited fiscal statement and 990 from 
the organization you are applying under as a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. These documents should be submitted with your 
proposal. 
 
Will Adira consider projects with smaller budgets, like those 
requesting about half the maximum award limits?  
 
Yes, Adira will consider projects with smaller budgets if they fit into the 
focus areas of the Fall 2020 Pervasive Needs Grants program.  

We encourage applicants to consider ways they may be able to 
incorporate elements of Adira’s multilateral approach to ND 
programming or the preferred eligibility criteria of the Pervasive Needs 
program into their projects. Be sure to include any expenses these new 
elements may add to your project in the budget.  

Size of Pervasive Needs Grants program 
 
Is there a maximum pool of dollars Adira is hoping to limit the Fall 
2020 Pervasive Needs Grants to, or a specific number of grants we 
anticipate funding through the program? 

Adira hasn’t applied an explicit maximum program limit to the Fall 
2020 Pervasive Needs Grants program. 

We anticipate awarding 4–6 grants if the proposals selected are 
nearer to the maximum range of awards for projects meeting basic 
eligibility criteria ($60,000 maximum) or preferred eligibility criteria 
($85,000 maximum). If Adira receives proposals with smaller budget 
requests, and those projects are among those selected for award, 
Adira may fund more than 6 grantees. 

Ultimately, we aim for some flexibility. If the evaluation process returns 
many high-scoring, innovative projects, Adira may consider funding 
more than 6 grantees. Our goal is to deliver as much impact as 
possible with the resource we have. 



 
 
 
 

 

Submitting the Proposal 
 

Is the “Executive Summary” still limited to one page and the “Project 
Description” still limited to four pages if additional information 
detailed in the Supplemental Information Sheet is required?  

Yes, the same page limits apply. Responses to prompts for additional 
information included in the Supplemental Information Sheet do not 
need to be overly descriptive. 

In many cases, the information requested is information you might 
have included anyway – we’re just identifying areas we know up front 
we’d like certain information about.  


